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PURBECK SPANGLE

Spangle features large, distinctive fossils set within a 
smooth, light beige matrix with minimal background 
texture. The stone displays a clean, open composition 
where individual fossil forms stand out clearly against 
the pale, uniform base color. 

Spangle is named from the ‘glitter’ within its many fossil shells. 
Spangle is one of two of our stones (the other being Pond 
Freestone) that were traditionally sourced as ‘cliff stone’, ie 
quarried from the cliff quarries that run along Purbeck’s five 
miles of coastal cliffs. Quarrying on Purbeck’s cliffs ceased 
after WW2, but Haysom Purbeck Stone has been quarrying 
Spangle and Pond Freestone at St Aldhelm’s Head since the 
late 1940s. Haysom Purbeck Stone is the only quarry with a 
stock of this stone. Recently we supplied Spangle for restoration 
work at Southampton dry docks, where HMS Victory is on show, 
replacing Spangle found in the 18th C dock building.

Samples continue overleaf.

SAMPLE SIZE: 90x90mm (or 1:1 at A4)

SAMPLE SURFACE FINISH: honed (approx 220 grit)

QUARRY LOCATION: Purbeck, Dorset, England

GEOLOGY: Jurassic Limestone

COLOUR: beige background with buff 
shells

POLISH ACHIEVABLE: high

APPLICATIONS: interior and exterior

BRE DATA: avaiable on request

RECENT PROJECTS: 60 Holborn Viaduct; Winchester University 
Chapel; 30 Buckingham Gate; Rabo Bank; Exeter Cathedral; 
Rochester Cathedral; Southampton Dry Docks; WongAvery 
Gallery, Trinity College, Cambridge
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